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Speak!

Speak, for your two lips are free,
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Speal, your tongue is still your own,
This straight body still is yours—
Speal, your life is still your own'
See how in the blacksmith;s forge ACH eI »O® V&
Flames leap high and steel glows red"  8Bm¢q ¢80 eoots et IS 008
@G Cowedd 8w v 805 @53
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Padlocks open wide their jaws"
Every chainjs embrace outspread
Time enough is this brief hour ©® @3 enidied Wice a1Bwe
80103 8o Bwrecsm BST
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Until body and tongue lie dead,
Speal, for truth is living yet—

Speak whatever must be said'
Bol (Speak) by Faiz Ahmed FaizTranslated by V G Kiernan
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4 acst» Figures obtained from page 36 of Odhikarjs report on human rights
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6 acs» Syed Badrul Ahsan, “The mediocre and the maddening”, Daily Star,
March 24, 2010, extracted on the same day at: www.thedailystar.net/newD-
esign/print_news.php?nid=131302. The reference here is to two political
parties - the Muslim League and the Jamaat-e-Islami - both electoral allies
of the BNP.
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3 acs» The two reports, titled “Scandalous Plunder of a Battered People”
and “The High Price of Freedom”, were investigated and written by the
Sunday Times Insight Team. They are available at: http://www.sundaytimes.
1k/090906/News/nws_02.html and http://www.sundaytimes.lk/090906/News/
nws_24.html
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The August report titled “The Shame of Menik Farms” is available at http://
www.groundviews.org/2009/08/23/the-shame-of-menik-farm/ and the
October report at: http://www.groundviews.org/2009/10/13/breaking-news-
flooding-and-unrest-again-at-menik-farm/.

acss» “180 days after the end of war, the return of the IDPs: an eye-
witness account”, available at: http://www.groundviews.org/2009/11/18/180-
days-after-end-of-war-the-much-anticipated-return-of-idps-an-eyewitness-
account/#more-2026
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6 acst» the well known political scientist, Dayan Jayatillakejs, comment,
“Sarath Fonseka Affair: Political Cannibalism Must Cease in Sri Lanka!”,
February 15, 2010, available at: http://www.groundviews.org/2010/02/15/

sarath-fonseka-affair-political-cannibalism-must-cease-in-sri-lanka/.
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Visit asiapacific.ifj.org or www.ifj.org for more information.

The IF) is a non-governmental, non-profit organisation that promotes coordinated international action to defend press freedom and social
justice through the development of strong, free and independent trade unions of journalists. IF) Asia-Pacific coordinates IF) activities in the
Asia-Pacific region.The IF| works closely with the United Nations, particularly UNESCO, the United Nations OHCHR,WIPO and the ILO,
the International Committee of the Red Cross, the European Union, the Council for Europe and with a range of international trade union and
freedom of expression organisations. The |IF| mandate covers both professional and industrial interests of journalists.



